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Hello,

AUVSI’s President and CEO, Michael Toscano, would like to submit comments for the official
record on the OGE’s proposed rule, identified by RIN 3209-AA04, on the Proposed Amendments
Limiting Gifts From Registered Lobbyists and Lobbying Organizations.

Let me know if you need any additional information.

Sincerely,
Ben Gielow
Government Relations Manager and General Counsel
Assaociation for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI)
2700 S. Quincy Street, Suite 400
Arlington, VA 22206 USA
+1 571 255 7795 direct
mobile
+ fax
gielow@auvsi.org

WWW.auvsi.org


http://www.auvsi.org/�

AUVSI 2700 South Quincy Street, Suite 400 * Arlington,VA 22206 « 703.845.9671 « 703.845.9679 fax

ASSOCIATION FOR UNMANNED
VEHICLE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL

October 27, 2011

Don Fox

Acting Director and General Counsel
Office of Government Ethics

1201 New York Ave, NNW.

Suite 500

Washington, D.C. 20005

RE: RIN 3209-AA04
[Proposed Amendments Limiting Gifts from Registered Lobbyists and Lobbying Organizations]

Dear Mr. Fox:

As the President and CEQ of the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International
(AUVSI), the world’s largest non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(6) trade association, representing
the unmanned systems and robotics industries, I would like to voice our deep concern about the
proposed extension of the federal ethics rules to prohibit federal employees from attending
events hosted by some organizations that employ lobbyists.

The proposed change would exempt charitable, media, and professional organizations but
specifically includes tax-exempt trade associations. The reason given by the Administration is
that while trade associations hold some educational events, their primary purpose is promoting
an industry; which is not true.

On the contrary, AUVSI holds numerous events that are beneficial to federal employees not
because we use the contacts for a lobbying advantage, but because the information exchanged
provides a valuable public benefit and creates a working public-private partnership, something
the administration purportedly supports. For instance, in August 2011, we held our annual
AUVSI Unmanned Systems North America Conference and Exhibition at the Washington, D.C.
convention center. Our show, which has been growing exponentially for the past few years,
attracts hundreds of federal employees from science, environmental, land management, defense,
homeland security, and law enforcement agencies.

In addition to the trade show exhibits where people can see new cutting edge technology, our
event also included over 150 educational programs, many of which are given by, or aimed at,
federal employees. Without the ability to attend our show, how are senior govermment leaders
supposed to learn about the new developments in the rapidly changing unmanned systems and
robotics industry?



AUVSI supports the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE)’s position against this
proposed rule, and we would like to align ourselves with their comments. It is our hope that the
Office of Government Ethics will reconsider the important role non-profit, tax-exempt, trade
associations play in helping keep our government well informed. Unmanned systems save lives;
however, if decision makers are not aware of new technology because they cannot attend trade
shows, lives will be lost.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to this proposed rule. For more information,
please contact my office at (703) 845-9671 or advocacy{@auvsi.org.

Sincerely,

. Michael Toscano
President and CEO





