April 24; 2009

Mr. Raymond J. Sheehan
Designated Agency Ethics Official
U.S. Department of Agricultore
Washington, DC 20250-0122

Deat Mr, Sheehan;

The purpose of this letter is to explain the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or
dpparent conflict of interest in the event that I am confirmed for the position of Under

‘Secretary for Research, Education and Economics, U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). The steps detailed below take into accéunt any potential conflicts or
appearances thereof associated with this position.

As required by 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not participate personally and substantially in
any particular matter that has a direct and predictable effect on my financial interésts or
those of any othér person whose interests are imputed to me, unless I first obtain a written
waiver, pursuant to section 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to
sectiofi 208(b)(2). I further understand that the interests of the following persons are
imputed to me: any spouse or minor child of mine, any general partner of a partnership
in which I am a limited or general partner; any entity in which I serve as officer, director,
trustee, general pariner, or employee; and any person or entity with which I am
négotiating or have an arrangement concerning prospective employrment.

Upoti confirthation, I will resign from my position as Director, Bill & Melinda Gates,
Fourdation (Foundation), 4 non-profit philanthropic foundation, located in Seattle,
Washington. Fot one year after my resigriation, I will have a “covered relationship”
under 5 CFR § 2635.502 with the Foundation. Pursuant to 5 C.E.R. § 2635.502(d), I will
seek written authorization to participate in particular matters involving specific parties in
which the Foundation is a party or represents a party.

On or before my confirmation, I will resign from my position as Trustee for the Alliance
for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), a non-profit agricultural development
partnership located in Nairobi, Kenya. For one year after my resignation, I will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties
in which AGRA is a party or represents a party, unless I am first authorized to participate,
pursuant to 5 CER. § 2635.502(d).

On or before my confirmation, I will resign from trustee positions which I hold with the
following additional entities:



¢  Seattle Community College District, Seattle, Wasm& ‘
s  Seattle Public Library, Seattle, Washington; and n;f %
*  Pioject Impact for South Asian Americans, Phﬂadelphia : ennsylvama.

Upon confirmation, I wﬂl resign from my pos1t10n with the above entities. For a period
of ohe year after my resighation, I will not participate personally and substantially in any
particular matter involving specific parties in which an entity listed above is a party or

represents a party, unless I am first anthorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.E.R.
§ 2635.502(d).

Finally, I understand that as an appointee T am required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec.
Oider No. 13490) and that I will be bound by the requirements and restrictions therein in
addition to the cothrhitments I have made in this and any other ethics agreement.

Sincérely,

Rajiv J. Shah



